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with your money." But there was also a bludgeon in ths hands of
the Corporation, although it was only for defensive purposes, and
the Government would find that if they treated the Corporation in
the manner they were doing, and insisted on the maintenance of the
hospital, the Corporation would agree to do it, but would deduct the
cost from the amount of their voluntary contribution to the
Goculdas Tejpal Hospital.
Mr. Roughton, a well-known solicitor, and an active member of
the Corporation, and some others were for taking counsel's opinion
in the matter and carrying out the requisition, if they were so
advised. Phero2eshah, however, in replying on the debate, em-
phasized the necessity of appealing to the Government of India, and
recalled the success of their representation years before to the Secre-
tary of State in the matter of the C.D. Act. He felt that it would be
unworthy of the Corporation to do anything that would bring an
undeserved stain on its fair name and fame. He spoke warmly,
because he felt keenly about the matter. It was natural for the
European members to regard, perhaps, his warmth as excessive; but
he asked them if they would not resent similar treatment, if some
local body in their own country were treated in what they might
consider an arbitrary manner.
The speech made out such a formidable case that the proposition
was carried by a large majority. Not for the first time, did the Corpo-
ration, by accepting the guidance of its capable and resolute leader,
save itself from a position of humiliating surrender, and assert its
independence in matters within its province. It was, perhaps, like
dashing one's head against a stone wall, but the stand taken by
Pherozeshah was the subject of general admiration. Mr. Hume was
particularly appreciative:
Long as it was, I read every word of the report of your speech,
which appeared to me unanswerable. Of course, you will be
beaten; there is no contending against a despotism. But the stand
you have mack is an object-lesson to the whole country, and will
in its way do as much good as any Congress; and I must con-
gratulate you on the admirable manner in which you worked the